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Local Award Winning Design/Marketing Firm

Broad Based Talent

Serves National Clientele
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Articulate Solutions

‘ J : Jhen Kat Filice began what is now Articulate Solutions
from her kitchen table, she had no idea her business
would grow to be one of the best design and marketing

firms in the Santa Clara County. From the very beginning it seems

that her company has been blessed, with things coming together in
so many ways, and it continues to flourish today.

Kat initially started out as a Fine Art student back in college, but
eventually changed her major to business and started working for
Apple Computer. While she was at Apple, she witnessed all of the
new technology coming out and how people were using computers
as a platform for personal and commercial art. She found this unique
blend of art and technology fascinating and it would go on to shape
how she approached her own business. In an effort to stay close to
her young daughter, Kat decided to try doing commercial art from
home. She spent $35 on a print ad labeled “Desktop Publishing.”
As luck would have it, her very first client was the owner of the
magazine that featured her ad.

Kat approached every job opportunity
determined to do the best possible job she
could and her efforts showed. Eventually,
the Chamber of Commerce hired her to
do their newsletter, which she considers
a huge milestone. As her business grew,

Kat decided to move from her house to an

office downtown and she was surprised by

how much the location made a difference.

“It gave me credibility and a storefront,”

she says, “Youd be surprised how many

big accounts we got from people just

walking in.”

Today Articulate Solutions has received
80 awards for design, programming,
writing, and photography. They serve a
diverse array of clients that range from
big companies as far as New York to small
local businesses at home. “A lot of people

are surprised to see our agency here. We
hear all the time, “Wow! This is in Gilroy!”
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and our response is, “Why wouldn’t it be in Gilroy?. It’s a great
place to do business,” Kat smiles.

Kat has always been quick to credit her enduring success to her
hard working staff, starting with her business partner of 3 years,
Jason Raby. Jason started out with a degree in Graphic Design, but
he was also interested in the technical aspects of the business. His
expertise allowed Articulate Solutions to expand their technical
offerings so that they could do a lot of multimedia and work with
digital and online platforms. His ability to evolve with the rigorous
technological changes has played an integral part in the agency’s
ability to adapt to fit these new times. This, in addition to his drive
to ensure everything runs smoothly for their clients, makes Jason
indispensible to the agency. Both Kat and Jason feel that they have
formed the perfect partnership. “I come from the younger side, so
sometimes certain clients will tend to gravitate towards me because
I'm more into the tech. But then there are people who look at Kat
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and they see her experience, her branding knowledge, and how she
has awesome skills of her own. So between the two of us we have a
nice compliment,” Jason says.

Articulate Solutions also owes its dynamic approach to its diverse
team of left and right brain thinkers. “We have a lot of creative
geniuses, but they’re complimented by technical wizards, and
we blend those two together. We don't just create for the sake of
creating and getting rewards. If our client doesn’t reach their goal
or grow, then we've failed,” Kat explains. This mentality motivates
her artists and developers to constantly collaborate with each other,
share input, and help each other hone their skills, all for the sake of
yielding the best possible results. Kat feels that while she may have
set the platform, it is her staff that has built the agency into what it
is today.

Kat and her team may have come far from their modest
beginnings, but they have never forgotten their roots. “I think that
even if your company gets to be bigger that you remember what’s
important. Our community is really the most important thing to
us,” she says. Articulate Solutions donates tens of thousands of
dollars in time, talent, money, and materials to local non-profits. For

50

GILROY ® MORGAN HILL  SAN MARTIN |

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 |

every project that they do, they find some way to give back to the
community. To them, Gilroy’s success is their success.

Articulate Solutions recently celebrated their 25th year of business
and they show no signs of stopping. They intend to continue to grow
and offer a wide breadth of services, all from Gilroy. Everything from
Kat’s amazing staff to their unique approach to art and design shows
that Gilroy creates great things.
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